
Quarterdeck Interview 
with Bill Westbrook 

 
 

William Westbrook  
Captain Nicholas Fallon sails 
again under the Union Jack 

 

This article originally appeared 
in Quarterdeck, a quarterly e-magazine 
available from McBooks Press 
(www.mcbooks.com). – George Jepson 

AMERICAN NOVELIST WILLIAM 
WESTBROOK made his debut in nautical 
fiction in 2017 with the publication of The 
Bermuda Privateer by McBooks Press, 
which introduced late eighteenth-century 
privateersman Captain Nicholas Fallon and 
his female first-mate, Beauty McFarland.  

In November, McBooks will launch The 
Black Ring (see review on page 27), with 
Fallon at the helm of the American-built 
armed topsail schooner, Rascal, sailing out 
of Bermuda under the British Union Jack. 
McBooks will also release its trade 
paperback edition of The Bermuda 
Privateer in November.  

A few weeks back, Westbrook discussed 
with Quarterdeck the events of the past 
year, the story behind the development of 
The Black Ring, and his writing future: 

It’s been a year since your first Nicholas 
Fallon novel, The Bermuda Privateer, was 
published. How has this affected your life? 

The publication of The Bermuda Privateer 
and the subsequent response to it really 
committed me to the writing life. Which 
means it is now my year-round occupation. 
I seem to be writing all the time, or editing, 
or scratching my head wondering what the 
hell is going on in the story.  

Are you settling into the life of a novelist, 
after your career in advertising?  

The rhythm is different, the pace less hectic 
but the pressure on the craft is greater. In 
advertising, another campaign is always just 
weeks away. Novels are more permanent; 
they sit there on the shelf and stare at you 
every day asking if this is your best.  

Some authors have described writing a 
second novel more daunting than their 
first. Did you find this to be true in creating 
The Black Ring?  

Yes, I would say that the second novel is 
harder to write than the first. You know, 
there’s that pressure to prove the first one 
wasn’t a fluke. But I just decided to 
embrace the pressure and try to stretch 
myself. I certainly want to write the same 
book twice or play it safe in any way.  

http://www.mcbooks.com/


What was your motivation behind 
featuring the slave trade and the ensuing 
rebellions in the Caribbean?  

The Caribbean slave trade and rebellions 
have been well covered factually, of course. 
The scope of the trade, the sheer numbers 
of human beings ripped from their homes 
and sold into misery is well documented. I 
wanted the reader to take it personally, to 
see it very close and feel the pain of the 
branding and the sudden cut of the lash. 
And I wanted to contrast that with the 
business of the thing, cold decisions based 
on profit and loss, expediency, and 
overwhelming greed. I haven’t by any 
means done the subject justice. A better 
writer will do that I hope.  

Where did your research for The Black Ring 
take you?  

I have been to Cuba many times and that 
influenced my thinking to have much of the 
story play out there. I am indebted to Dr. 
John Wright, Professor at the University of 
Minnesota, whose specialty is Africa and 
African diasporic studies, for reviewing the 
relevant passages of The Black Ring for 
accuracy. And, of course, there has been a 
fair amount written about Toussaint 
Louverture, though much of it is 
contradictory. Well, much of written history 
is contradictory.  

During your research, did you uncover 
anything surprising?  

It’s hard to read history and not be 
surprised by how ignorant you are. What I 
knew about the calculus of the slave 
rebellion on Saint-Domingue you could put 
in a thimble. Same with Toussaint. So many 
facets to the man, so smart and so naïve. In 

the end, Bonaparte got him, of course. But 
not before he wrote history. 

Do you write on a computer?  

I am likely the most random writer on the 
planet. I write on planes, boats, before 
breakfast, after dinner INTERVIEW (my wife 
accuses me of writing during dinner, but 
that is only in my head) and even on 
vacation, though that is arguably a sin. The 
trouble is that I enjoy it; I like the characters 
enormously and I like helping them solve 
their problems. I always use a computer 
and the Scrivener software. The only time I 
use paper and pencil is to work out the 
sailing angles and wind direction.  

Do your characters ever take your storyline 
on a path different from the one you 
planned?  

Always. I actually don’t plan a story out that 
much because of that very truth. I get the 
ball rolling and the characters take it from 
there. They each have such a distinctive 
voice and I’ve learned to be a good listener. 

What lies on the horizon for Nicholas 
Fallon following The Black Ring?  

Fallon is going rather far afield, into waters 
likely never frequented by a Bermuda 
privateer. Yet, as always, his humanity gives 
him no choice. Is there anything else you 
would like to share with our readers? I’d 
like to personally shake the hand of every 
man and woman who read The Bermuda 
Privateer. You have given me an enormous 
gift and encouraged me to keep at it. I 
sincerely hope you enjoy The Black Ring. 
 

 



   THE CARIBBEAN was a center for trade in 

commodities – sugar, salt, and coffee – during 

the late eighteenth century, with three naval 

powers – Great Britain, France, and Spain – 

competing for domination. Slave labor was the 

means by which plantation owners harvested 

their crops, which led to bloody rebellions 

throughout the islands.  

    In 1798, Bermudians 

Captain Nicholas Fallon and 

his female firstmate, Beauty 

McFarland, sail into this 

broiling cauldron aboard the 

American-built topsail 

schooner Rascal in The Black 

Ring, William Westbrook’s 

sequel to his debut novel, 

The Bermuda Privateer.  

   Fallon – or Nico to his close 

friends – is uneasy sitting at a 

desk in his new position as a 

partner in the Somers Salt 

Company headquartered in 

George Town, when a letter arrives bearing the 

Royal Navy’s official seal.  

   Rear Admiral Harry Davies, a friend and 

commander of the Leeward Islands Station at 

English Harbour, asks him to embark on a 

special assignment for the Admiralty: recover 

intelligence agent James Wharton from Port-au-

Prince in the French colony of Saint Domingue. 

British troops are being forced to evacuate after 

attacks and reprisals by rebel forces led by 

French-leaning general, former slave Toussaint 

Louverture.  

   Davies has also been ordered by the Admiralty 

to insert Wharton into Spanish-controlled Cuba 

to seek a way to undermine Spain’s relationship 

with the country, a difficult task for a British 

ship. The solution: send the agent in aboard 

Rascal, with its American provenance and 

appearance.  

   With Somers’ blessing, Fallon and Beauty set 

sail in Rascal, bound for Saint-Domingue. 

Closing to within four-hundred miles of their 

destination, Rascal is set upon by a pair of sea-

going wolves – a sloop and a black brig 

commanded by a man adorned ominously in 

priest’s vestments – and, seriously outgunned, 

disengages and sails away.  

   Encountering a Spanish brig, Luna 

Nueva, flying a white flag, Fallon 

boards the ship and smokes out that 

two Cuban passengers – Dr. and 

Señora Garón – are diplomatic 

prisoners seeking to liberate their 

country from Spain.  

   Seizing the Luna, which is carrying 

gunpowder for the Spanish army in 

Cuba, Fallon’s adventure is only 

beginning.  

   Troubled seas lie ahead. A pirate 

priest – the “Holy One” – preys on 

slavers carrying “black gold” from 

Africa, while Spanish and French men-

of-war remain at large, dangerous adversaries 

for His Majesty’s Privateer Rascal.  

   A stirring thread throughout is Fallon’s 

loathing for slavery, which dates back to his 

discovery of a “derelict slave ship that had been 

plundered by pirates,” along with a small boy 

named Ajani, who had become like a son, and 

now sails as a member of Rascal’s crew.  

   A seasoned blue-water sailor, with time in the 

Caribbean – including an unsanctioned 

excursion to Cuba – Westbrook is equally adept 

at creating suspenseful storylines chock full of 

twists and turns that send Nico Fallon and 

Beauty McFarland into harm’s way. The Black 

Ring is irresistible reading for anyone addicted 

to sea stories. 

 
George Jepson, Quarterdeck, Autumn 2018  

REVIEWS OF THE BLACK RING 
By William Westbrook 



Bill Westbrook’s follow-up to The Bermuda 

Privateer is buoyed by details of history and 

seamanship that will delight any fan of 

saltwater yarns and explosive action. 

Broos Campbell author of the Matty Graves Novels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Black Ring 

By William Westbrook 

Book 2: The Nicholas Fallon Sea Novels 

 

That dashing British privateer Nicholas 

Fallon is back again, helping himself to a 

fistful of mayhem in The Black Ring. 

The year is 1798. The African slave trade is 

in brutal flower, and the great powers are 

fighting for control of the Caribbean’s 

immensely profitable sugar plantations. 

Nico, meanwhile, has been trying his 

damnedest to become a salt merchant 

under Ezra Somers, father of the beautiful 

Elinore. But when an urgent request arrives 

from Admiral Davies of the Leeward Island 

Station, Ezra and Elinore give Nico their 

blessing to head off in search of plunder 

and adventure. Sailing aboard the  

American-built topsail schooner Rascal, 

Nico takes on the job of slipping a secret 

agent into Cuba, but soon becomes 

entangled in numerous dangers—or 

opportunities, as he likes to call them. 

There’s an escaped slave trying to burn 

every stalk of sugarcane in Cuba, a pirate 

running riot with a flotilla of “little wolves,” 

an admiral’s lady that needs a bit of 

rescuing, and a French plot that threatens 

Britain’s very presence in the islands. 

 

PRE-ORDER NOW from 

AMAZON 

   Profile of William Westbrook 

William Westbrook William Westbrook began his career as 

an advertising copywriter and rose through the ranks to 

lead one of the most creative advertising agencies in the 

world, winning clients such as BMW, United Airlines and 

Miller Lite. He’s written for sailing magazines, art books 

and has also published a children’s book. The Bermuda 

Privateer is his first novel, and the first in the Nicholas 

Fallon series. 

https://www.amazon.com/Black-Ring-Nicholas-Fallon-Novels/dp/159013768X
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Ring-Nicholas-Fallon-Novels/dp/159013768X

